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DAG #3 are posted 
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Community 
Agreements



COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS  

1. We embrace student-first thinking.

2. We approach conversations with curiosity and question our 
assumptions, understanding that multiple solutions or 
approaches can exist at the same time and all be true.

3. We assume positive intent and respect one another through 
our words and actions.

4. We understand that we all can’t get what we want.

5. We encourage a variety of voices in our process, and make 
space for different communication styles and preferences. 



Schedule Updates



PROJECT TIMELINE

Design
Development
 

2019 
Comprehensive 

Master Plan
 

Schematic 
Design

 

Permit 
Documents

 

Ready for 
Construction!
 

We are 
about to 
finish!

TYPICALLY 
24-36 MONTHS

TYPICALLY 
18-24 MONTHS

2023-24 
Comprehensive 

Planning
 



PROJECT TIMELINE

We are 
HERE

(April 2024 - December 2025)

Tentative 
Bond Vote 

May ‘25



What We Heard at 
DAG Meeting #3



GRANDSTAND LOCATION OPTIONS 



WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES



Incorporate Warm and 
Natural Elements: 
Use warm tones and natural 
materials like wood to create a 
comforting and inviting 
atmosphere. These elements help 
make spaces feel more organic 
and less sterile.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES



Emphasize Natural Light: 
Ensure that spaces have plenty of 
natural light. This not only 
brightens the environment but 
also enhances the mood and 
makes the space feel more open 
and welcoming.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES

UPDATE 

IMAGES



Use Varied Seating Options: 
Provide a mix of seating types, 
including both hard and soft 
options, to cater to different needs 
and preferences. This variety 
supports both individual and 
group activities.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES



Prioritize Human Scale 
and Proportions: 
Design spaces that feel 
appropriately scaled to individuals, 
avoiding overly large or imposing 
features. This helps people feel 
comfortable and not 
overwhelmed.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES



Ensure Accessibility: 
Design with accessibility in mind, 
making sure pathways and 
seating arrangements 
accommodate all users, including 
those in wheelchairs. Incorporate 
ramps where necessary and 
ensure clear access to essential 
areas.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES



Integrate Art and Color 
Thoughtfully: 
Use bold colors and art 
strategically to add vibrancy and 
interest without overwhelming the 
space. Art and graphics should 
connect to the values of the 
school.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES

UPDATE 

IMAGES



Provide Inclusive Signage 
and Communication: 
Ensure signage is multilingual and 
accessible, considering the needs 
of diverse users. This fosters an 
inclusive environment where 
everyone feels represented.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES



Create Flexible Spaces: 
Design spaces that can adapt to 
various uses and needs over time. 
This flexibility ensures the space 
remains relevant and useful as 
requirements change.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES



Balance Aesthetics with 
Functionality: 
While aesthetics are important, 
functionality should not be 
compromised. Materials and 
furnishings should be durable and 
practical for everyday use.

WHAT WE HEARD - WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES



WHAT WE HEARD - QUESTIONS ABOUT WINDOWS!



Sustainability 
Primer:
Daylight and 
Window Design



An exterior wall can be divided into 
three zones based on the function that 
glazing provides   



Exteriors Elevation Classroom Section



Exteriors Elevation Classroom Section



Exteriors Elevation Classroom Section



Exteriors Elevation Classroom Section



ZONES WITHIN A WALL

DAYLIGHT ZONE

VIEW ZONE

SHOE ZONE



CLASSROOM - ASYMMETRICAL WINDOWS



CLASSROOM - WINDOWS SIDE BY SIDE



ZONES WITHIN A BUILDING

MORE PUBLIC,
SHORTER DURATION OF OCCUPANCY

LESS PUBLIC,
LONGER DURATION OF OCCUPANCY



CURRENT SCHOOL 
Inefficient windows compromising thermal 
comfort & energy performance

Excessive glazing areas create too much 
glare, missed opportunity to optimize daylight 
for interior spaces

Operable 
windows 
support 
resiliency goals, 
will be part of 
the design of the 
new school



Feedback?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk/viewform?edit_requested=true


Design Updates



PROJECT VISION 

The new Ida B. Wells High School will 
embody the legacy of its namesake, 
shining a light on her commitment to 
truth, transparency, and justice.



Illuminating
Expansive
Multifaceted
Visionary
Centering

 



Tapestry: 

1. a woven fabric of diverse threads and colors, creating a rich and 
intricate whole

DESIGN CONCEPT

Weave Inspiration



LAST TIME - EXTERIOR DESIGN INSPIRATION



LAST TIME - EXTERIOR DESIGN COLOR STUDIES



WEST ELEVATIONWEST ELEVATION PERSPECTIVE



SW PERSPECTIVE



FLOOR PLAN ORGANIZATION
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BASEMENT PLAN

KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces



1ST FLOOR PLAN

KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces



2ND FLOOR PLAN

KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces



3RD FLOOR PLAN

KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces



4TH FLOOR PLAN

KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces



SCHOOL COMMONS



INTERIOR VIEW - COMMONS



INTERIOR VIEW - COMMONS
Colors and materials 

shown are 
placeholders! 



INTERIOR VIEW - COMMONS



INTERIOR VIEW - COMMONS



WEST TERRACE / EXTERIOR COMMONS



Break!

Feedback?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4
bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk/viewform?edit_requested=true


Feedback 
Activity



SCHOOL COMMONS



CURRENT CAFETERIA & PROPOSED COMMONS - SIZE COMPARISON

Ceiling Height:

● Existing:
○ 13’ 

● Proposed:
○ 30’, 17’ and 13’

 

EXISTING 

PROPOSED 



FEEDBACK EXERCISE - SCHOOL COMMONS

● Incorporate Warm and Natural Elements
● Emphasize Natural Light
● Use Varied Seating Options
● Prioritize Human Scale and Proportions
● Ensure Accessibility
● Integrate Art and Color Thoughtfully
● Provide Inclusive Signage and Communication
● Create Flexible Spaces
● Balance Aesthetics with Functionality

 

Key takeaways for creating 
welcoming and comfortable spaces:



FEEDBACK EXERCISE - SCHOOL COMMONS

Given these takeaways…

What about these views is or 
isn’t aligning with the key 
takeaways?

What are some design 
opportunities for the Commons?



NEXT STEPS

Design Team issuing Schematic Design, starting cost estimating

Listening Session Recruitment Ongoing

Community Design Workshop September 22nd

DAG Meeting #5 October 23rd Feedback?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk/viewform?edit_requested=true



